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Greetings from NC Go! and welcome to our Spring Newsletter. It’s been a busy first few
months of 2013, with more outreach than ever before to our members, advocates and
legislators in the General Assembly. We’ve had a big direct-mail postcard education
campaign to legislators, updates to advocates, big news from ASCE on the state of our roads
and a new plan from Governor McCrory on how to fund transportation in North Carolina.
And given our growing population, declining revenues and a need to attract business and
industry and grow jobs in our state, there’s never been a more important time for
transportation policy to be at the forefront.
We hope you find the update included useful and informative, and that you’ll join us in
advocating for an increased and sustainable investment in transportation.
If you haven’t already, we ask businesses and organizations to renew or begin
membership with NC Go! Help us with our mission to strengthen North Carolina’s
transportation system. On behalf of NC Go! and our executive committee, we wish you the
best in 2013 and look forward to working together.

Charles Hodges, Executive Director, NC Go!

A Message from Our co-chairs
Three months into the 2013 legislative session, and it’s
The economy is only slowly recovering, and there’s a
unlikely we’ll see the big idea for transportation our state so hesitancy to consider new funding solutions in uncertain
badly needs. We’ve been hopeful the same focus Governor times.
McCrory placed on transportation in the Charlotte area
At the same time, there’s too little awareness that big
would carry over to state concerns.
infrastructure projects pay big dividends. That investment
We have seen some positive movement on addressing our creates jobs and results in vital projects that benefit the
state’s infrastructure needs. The new Strategic Mobility
public. Plus, there’s a ripple effect. For every construction
Formula is designed to improve efficiency and transparency, firm building roads, bridges or transit projects, there are
remove politics from project funding selection, and use data countless engineering companies, legal and accounting
-based decisions to target existing money to projects which firms, and banks working to assist them. And workers’
will have the biggest impact on jobs and the economy.
paychecks are spent on services and merchants in their
communities.
Alongside this plan and any tax reform, leaders must
include a phasing out the transfer of transportation
Maybe it’s time to stop saying we can’t afford these
revenue to the General Fund. This would greatly improve
projects and the investment, and realize it’s an investment
public perception about how funds are raised and spent.
we can’t afford to delay.
To the credit of the Governor and the General Assembly,
we recognize our state still faces a difficult budget situation.

Berry Jenkins and Marc Finlayson
NC Go! co-chairs
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McCrory Unveils New Transportation
Funding Plan

address the projected gap in needed transportation funding
with some sort of increase in revenue. For years we’ve seen
recalculated projections on how greatly our needs over the
next three decades will outpace projected revenue, but there
remains no plan to fill that gap.

In April, Governor Pat McCrory—alongside Transportation
Secretary Tony Tata, legislative leaders and members of the
NC Board of Transportation—unveiled the new Strategic
Mobility Formula as a replacement to the 24-year-old Equity
Formula.

Another concern expressed by NC Go! is the impact this
plan will have on rural communities. While basing project
funding and prioritization on data and growth projections
will help us address needs in urban areas, we should not
neglect the rural communities in our state.

McCrory’s plan would
take existing revenue for
transportation and
allocate 40 percent of
funding over the next 10
years to the statewide level, with an additional 40 percent
allocated to the regional level and the remaining 20 percent
allocated to the division level.

It’s not clear under this new plan how these areas will
compete for vital funds. But, we know that a cut-and-dry
approach that focuses almost solely on population will
further exacerbate the struggles rural communities already
face in attracting businesses and creating jobs.
As of May 9, after hearing widespread concern, a Housepassed amended version alters the plan’s allocations to 40
percent state, 30 percent regional and 30 percent divisional
and the bill now heads to the Senate.

The aim of the plan is to accelerate North Carolina’s
infrastructure investments and encourage greater economic
growth. According to McCrory’s statement, the new formula
will allow the NCDOT “to use existing funds more efficiently,
significantly increasing the number of projects to better
connect economic regions and create more jobs.”

For now, we hope this is an opening salvo towards
addressing our state’s transportation needs, and that new
money will follow. But that seems increasingly unlikely
during this legislative session.

While NC Go! applauds efforts to streamline efficiency, cut
costs and direct funds to the most needed projects, the plan
still lacks critical details and we’re still awaiting a plan to

ASCE 2013 Report Card
Every four years, the American Society of Civil Engineers
releases a Report Card for America’s Infrastructure that
depicts the condition and performance of the nation’s
infrastructure. Overall, U.S. infrastructure received a D+,
Source: ASCE 2013 Report Card
with a D for our nation’s roads and transit, a C for ports, and
 North Carolina’s gas tax of 37.8 cents per gallon has not been
a C+ each for rail and bridges.
increased in 0 years.

Individual state grades should follow this summer, but an
overview for North Carolina follows.
Roads:
 Driving on roads in need of repair costs North Carolina
motorists $1.555 billion a year in extra vehicle repairs and
operating costs – $241 per motorist.
 45% of North Carolina’s roads are in poor or mediocre
condition.
 North Carolina has 105,103 public road miles.
 North Carolina’s highway vehicle-miles traveled in 2009 was
approximately 10,709 per capita, ranking it 17th in the nation.

Bridges:
 2,192 of the 18,165 (12.1%) bridges in North Carolina are
considered structurally deficient.
 3,296 of the 18,165 (18.1%) bridges in North Carolina are
considered functionally obsolete.
Ports: North Carolina’s ports handled 10.7 million short tons of
cargo in 2009, ranking it 33rd in the nation.
Rail: North Carolina has 22 freight railroads covering 3,245 miles
across the state, ranking it 18th by mileage.
Transit: North Carolina has 59,616 annual unlinked passenger trips
via transit systems – motor bus, heavy rail, light rail, and
commuter rail.
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Direct Mail Postcard Campaign
In March and April, NC Go! undertook something our coalition had
never tried before—a wide scale, multi-week direct mail campaign
to educate members of the NC General Assembly on our issues.
With all the new faces and freshman legislators coming to Raleigh
in the past few years, there’s a steep learning curve about not just
the state of our roads, bridges, transit and all the other forms of
transportation—but also how the current lack of a long-term plan
will impact our state.
So, for seven weeks NC Go! reached out to members of the NC
General Assembly to updated on the condition of roads and bridges,
misperceptions about the gas tax, benefits of tolling, hybrid
vehicles, public transportation and more. The response was positive,
with many of our executive committee members hearing the
postcards were seen and read during visits with legislators and staff.
We anticipate using this cost-effective approach again in the
future, and direct you to http://www.ncgo.org/our-issues/ncgapostcard if you’d like to view or download the entire set.

Advocacy and Membership
You might already be a member of the NC Go! Advocacy
Network, but what about your co-workers, peers or
employees? Have you shared information or encouraged
others to join? With more advocates, the stronger our voice
is in Raleigh and Washington, DC. Joining the NC Go!
advocacy network is simple and free, and advocates get all
the tools needed to communicate with elected officials on
important issues, as well as transportation news and
updates.
Registering only takes a minute, and advocates will be part
of a growing coalition working to improve transportation in

North Carolina. Share the link http://www.ncgo.org/getinvolved/ and ask others to help support transportation in
North Carolina.
And, while you might be an advocate, is your business a
dues-paying member, or do you know one that should be?
Our members provide the financial support that allows
NC Go! to communicate with the media and educate
lawmakers and the public. To achieve our mission, we are
dependent upon your support. For more information or to
recommend another business for membership, email
director@ncgo.org or visit http://www.ncgo.org/getinvolved/ and download an application.
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